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Explore Tahoe Continues to Evolve ... Contents:

The one thing you can always count on is that nothing ever stays the same. Change is inevitable and Explore Tahoe hasA®sEN FESTIVAL 2
changing and evolving since its inception in 2007. From the people who staff the center, to outreach programs, to new paint
and new displays in the facility, Explore Tahoe is in a constant state of change. In this issue you will meet our melv staff &>NOWFLAKE  FESTIVAL 2

the unique knowledge and experiences they bring with them to Explore Tahoe. In addition, our efforts to provide outreacE

. . . . . . ; ) ) (t)?\ICIERGE DAY 2
the public by getting out in the community and collaborating with our many partners in recreation, transportation and

environmental education continue to expand. Throughout the newsletter are quotes from visitors from around the globe thaktH DAY EVENTS 3
reflect the value of Explore Tahoe and the services we offer. Read about recent events hosted by Explore Tahoe and

remember to check the website regularly to stay posted on upcoming events. The most exciting change we are eagerly CAPT. SCOTT CASSELL 3
anticipating is the installation of our new interactiyv

Ne di s_lpl ast t h3at wi
visitor center. So, change is good, change is constant and most of all change is exciting! Thank you for being a part of the ATIONAL - TRAILS “DAY
evolution of Explore Tahoe: an urban trailhead.
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Introducing Our Staff T

Lauren Thomaselliis a long time recreation enthusiast at Lake

Tahoe. As a child her mother took her on hikes, camping, and . — NEw RETALL 5
boating every summer with her four siblings. Her love for the y
outdoors and athletics led to jobs in swimming, skiing, boati
and biking over the past 30 years on the South Shore. Inspir
by her two boys, and fAyoung
a primary role in bringing the sport of Bicycle Motocross
(BMX) to the community of South Lake Tahoe. South Lake
Tahoe BMX track continues to operate as a -profit
association and is entering it§ $eason providing an alterna-

n played

~ Very helpful and

tive sport to youth and fam | m
ithink globally, act locall i
serving on a variety of boards and committees related to you : i nformati ve
education, health and recreation opportunities within the co - I
munity. Now that Laurends b e

to be in a position to continue to share her passions with visi
and locals alike.

Explore Tahoe Staff: (from left to right) Lauren Thomaselli,
Jerome Evanshas been at Explore Tahoe for one year. He is J6rome Evans and Kimmy Jones
well versed in environmental issues around Lake Tahoe as w&llmmy Jonesjoined the Explore Tahoe Staff in January
as Washoe Indian history and culture. Jerome has volunteerethis year after having served as a volunteer for USFS and }{FJO\I\IIE‘CIQE‘E!OIE
on many agency boards and committees over the past fifteenExplore Tahoe over the summer and fall months. Kimmy i
years on the South Shore and continues to remain active witha passionate student of environmental education. Her . e
the League to Save Lake Tah agpiratiodseare Medre anpehviromaentdl educatorr € and mem“y stait,

passion is rowing on his 27ft scull. On most calm mornings Ki mmy 6s | ove for the outdo d
Jerome can be found sculling across the glassy waters of Lakather. When she was 11years old Kimmy and her brothert ) & n k y O U | ©
Tahoeds shoreline prior to wtartimgehmi Duwornok darlallde s t h
his rowing to a competitivethevelutwioloh stohe Hdastfterherr on

circuit of Northern California. Another favorite pastime of of National Parks! They traveled by car and tent camped I_e]g'rl
Jeromeds is fly fishing and a8ngthewap Thisexpdrienbedeft & lastiing apaptiod i

depth of knowledge in history, environment, art, culture and Kimmy and instilled in her a passion for the outdoors that i (C'Il’l Dieqo. CA)
recreation brings diversity to information services at Explore evident when presenting environmental outreach to youth Sty €go, L~ )

Tahoe. in our community.
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contributed their expertise for this
event. However, the main attraction
turned out to be t
Smokeyi the bear cub rescued from
the Northern California wildfires

during the summer of 2008. Lake
Tahoe Wildlife Care board
members, Sue Novasel and Lind
Mitchell, provided a story board .
with pictures and invited people £
nside Explore
Smokey in his bear enclosure viad'l
live web cam at the wildlife centefESete
Once inside the center the public
enjoyed refreshments and learnef = :
about the many services provide@™®
by Explore Tahoe.
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Children make leaf rubbing bookmarks at The Aspen
Festival |

A beautiful fall day presented itself for this
event designed to educate the public about
the pristine environment, wildlife and Lake
Tahoe history. Our partners from Tahoe
Heritage Foundation, California Tahoe
Conservancy and the Forest Service all

~Loved to | earn
eol ogy of t-he

Cynithia ( Clifton, VA.)

Project Green Volunteers help children make leaf
rubbing bookmarks at The Aspen Festival

Snowflake Festival

A perfectly wet winter day Lauren and Kimmy personally
showed up for our winter solstice invited people to join us inside
celebration. Once again our for refreshments and craft
partners from the Forest Service activities. One of the main

were on hand to provide attractions for our local
Information about the water cycle community was the performance
and assist South Tahoe High by Robin Rogers Piano Studio.
7 Generation Green Club witha  Robin provided a portable piano
wildlife printmaking activity for ~ for her students to entertain the
kids. During the event opening  crowd with holiday tunes during
the Black Bear Pipe Band the event. BlueGo Transit
performed on the patio while Administrator John Andoh was

n
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Children make snowflake

}K crafts at the Snowflake

Festival
Concierge Day
An open house especially
designed for our local hotel
concierge and guest service
personnel was held in March.
The event was attended by over
twenty local guest service our partners including events and
professionals including several  services Explore Tahoe provides.
staff trainers, most of whom had In addition, lunch was provided
never been inside Explore Tahoec our t esy of Ceci
before. Personalized tours were Brew, Driftwood Café and
offered to the attendees in an Seattl eds Best.

effort to familiarize them with
the unique nature of our
interagency center. Everyone
who attended received a folder
with selected information from
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The Black Bear Pipe Band
entertains passers by outside

and
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gracious in providing free public
transportation to the Snowflake
Festival with a Christmas Cheer
donation making it possible for
anyone to easily be transported to
and from this event. Well over
200 people attended the
Snowflake
Festival and a
good time was £
had by all!

Robin Rodgers and student play the
piano at the Snowflake Festival
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